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Minutes: The meeting took place on Sunday, 29 March 2026, at 18:00hrs CST.
Board Members in attendance: Shannon Mickens, President, Jon Moulton-Vice 
President, Cat Bartrug-Treasurer, Amy Laetzsch-Secretary, Zach Trueblood-
The historian was not available. Gene Lavastida-Chairman of the Reunion 
Planning Subcommittee.

· Reunion Planning:
· Survey results: Majority is for the month of May. 
· Jon will conduct another survey to determine which week we choose within May. The survey will be conducted via the website and Facebook. 
· Gene will prepare an agenda item for discussion as he conducts his preliminary research, as he heads the committee for the Nashville reunion. He will present this at the next meeting. 

· Letterhead Artwork:
· Board members voted and approved unanimously (4 out of 5, as Zach was absent) to implement the new letterhead that Zach and Alex revised. 

· Ship Naming – Next Steps:
· Support letter for Congress.
· Arkansas Senator: Shannon is in contact with US Congressman French Hill for congressional support. 
· Shannon also prepared a letter for both Chairmen of the Senate and House of Representatives of the Armed Forces Committee.
· Shannon will send letters once he has received more guidance from Congressman French Hill.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.5kqx7c45qtjf]Additionally, the board agreed to send a letter to the State Senators of board members, as well as Wisconsin (where Cushing originated). Board members will send letters to their local congress after approval from Shannon. 
· All letters to be modified with letterhead and a signature line from each board member will be performed by Amy.

· Fundraising Artwork Discussion:
· Shannon created a tentative By Law language and agreement document to be reviewed by and voted on by the board members once our new logo has been made. Furthermore, this tentative documentation will be coordinated with documents initially structured by Cat. 
· The board spoke on compensation for the artist of the new logo. 

· Roundtable:
· Cat has created a Membership Application form for 2026/2027. Once all updates are completed, reviewed, and voted on by the board, this document will be posted on the website and included in Amy’s monthly emails to all members. 

· Grant Discussion:
· Shannon and Cat are working together closely to align with grant requirements.

· Next Board Meeting: Sunday, 26 April 2026, 18:00hrs CST
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