Cushing Association Reunion

When: Meeting took place Saturday, 16 August 2025, 11:40hrs CST – 17:00hrs CST; All board members in attendance along with 24 Cushing Shipmates. Many wives, family, and friends were also in attendance. 
Location: Rocco’s Specialty Bar & Pizzeria, 2312 2nd Ave, Seattle WA
Minutes:
· Introduction of board members and meeting agenda:
· Roll Call- 27 Shipmates in attendance. 
· Discussion regarding blocking out hotel rooms for the next reunion. Shannon relayed how the board has lost money in the past but recognizes the interest for this. We tabled the discussion for further clarification. 

· Electing and Voting on Board Members:
· All Shipmates in attendance voted unanimously on each board member. 
· President: Shannon Mickens
· Vice President: Jon Moulton
· Treasurer: Cat Bartrug
· Historian: Zach Trublood
· Secretary: Amy Laetzsch
· Shannon Mickens is back for a second term as President.
· Jon Moulton is back as Vice President. He was voted unanimously to serve a third term on the board. The bylaws will be addressed at the future board meeting. 
· Gabriel Stokes passed the torch to Cat Bartrug to serve as Treasurer. Cat is the wife of Joe Bartrug. She will create a Bio for us to add to the website.
· Zach Trublood is back for a second term as Historian.
· Amy Laetzsch is back for a second term as Secretary.



· Voting on the next reunion location:
· Voting was done by every 2025 reunion attendee. 
·  The recommendation was to pick a location where we have not already attended a reunion. 
· Recommendation that the reunion location does not need to be military themed. It was mentioned that it was more important to spend time together commemorating. 
· Locations chosen: Florida, Indianapolis, Lexington, Nashville, Branson, Almeda, Las Vegas, Tucson. Final four: Lexington, Nashville, Las Vegas, Indianapolis. 
· Nashville won the final vote for our 2027 reunion.

· Financials:
· Gabe relayed the status of our PayPal account, including the current balance. 
· Gabe relayed the importance of paying the dues, and all shipmates voted to keep the dues at the current rate of $30 annually (non-voluntary).

· Governing Documents:
· Shannon relayed that the Bylaws can be found on our website, and we will update them every two years or at the next meeting. 

· Advisory Committees:
· To do legwork for the upcoming reunion. Tasks include finance and planning. 
· To preserve historic information. Zach relayed that he is in the process of reviewing a lot of historical information that he received from Alex.
· There is an Advisory Committee led by Alex Maitre for naming the sixth vessel after William Barker Cushing. He has prepared a tentative letter for SEC-NAV and the President for their review as well as gaining their support for this activity.

· Guest Speaker:
· CDR Robert T. Toolig Jr., Commanding Officer, USS Gabrielle Giffords (LCS 10) Gold Crew 
· He discussed unique aspects of the new Independence Class Littoral Combat Ships. 




· Association direction and future: 
· Zach relayed information about our website.
· Discussed moving all the different Facebook Cushing pages into the one USS Cushing Association page. Tabled for future Board meeting.
· Question was asked about adding a way to search for shipmates. Tabled for future Board meeting. (This may rectify when we merge all Facebook pages.)
· Veteran Benefits- Our new Treasurer, Cat, has vast knowledge in this area. She shared information regarding the PACT Act, VA, DFW, etc., and how to submit claims. 

· Auction:
· The association raised approximately $467 during the auction. 

· Next Board Meeting: December 2025, the exact time and date to be determined. 

